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The University of Montana
University Com munications
Missoula; MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

Jan. 14, 1993
UM HOSTS MEETING FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS
INTERESTED IN HELPING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
MISSOULA Community members who would like to help new international students at The University of
Montana become better acquainted with American life are invited to attend an orientation meeting of the
Missoula International Friendship Program Wednesday, Jan. 20.
The informational meeting is planned from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the UM International House, 659 South
5th St. East. MIFP is seeking volunteers to assist the approximately 80 new foreign students who have
enrolled at UM this month, UM Director of Foreign Student Services Effie Koehn said. Most oi the
students hail from Malaysia and Japan, she said, but others came to UM from 30 other countries in Europe,
Asia, Africa and Latin America.
The Missoula International Friendship Program enables local residents and foreign students to learn
about each other’s cultures while sharing leisure and lamily activities. Although MIFP volunteers are called
hosts, the program does not involve students living in their hosts homes. Typical host activities might
include going to dinner, attending a sports event or just a cup ol coffee and conversation, Koehn said.
The community program requires a one-year commitment from hosts and students. MIFP organizes
group events during the year and encourages volunteers to share ideas and concerns.
For more information, call the UM Office of Foreign Student Services, 243-2226, MIFP President
Adair Kanter, 542-2563; or MIFP Vice President Louise Wagner, 549-8233.
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